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Abstract

In this independent study, the researcher examines (1) gender relations in the
film Love in the Big City; investigates (2) gender power in the film under study; and
studies (3) the interpretation of power in the Korean film in comparison with viewing
experience of Thai viewers.

The qualitative research approach was employed through textual analysis from
important scenes in the film under the conceptual framework of semiotics, Michel
Foucault's concept of power and discourse, and Stuart Hall’s encoding and decoding

theory.
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Findings show that gender relations in the film are not merely emotional
relationships, but also spaces of power negotiation. The characters face pressure from
social structures such as family, culture, and heteronormative values, resulting in
unequal power relations within relationships. This is evident in the concealment of
identity, the acceptance of social conditions, and adaptation for survival. In regard to
gender power, it is found that power does not remain fixed, but rather flows and
infiltrates everyday life through social discourse, family institutions, and patriarchal
values. At the same time, the characters negotiate and resist such power in order to
construct their own identities.

The interpretation of Thai viewers found that the highest proportion exhibited
a negotiated reading. Viewers understood and sympathized the LGBTQ+ characters.
However, they remained attached to certain traditional values, such as the importance
of family, image, and gender norms. In addition, viewers could connect the film’s
contents with the context of Thai society. This reflects both the acceptance and the
limitations of gender diversity in society.

The film Love in the Big City serves as a cultural space that reflects and

questions gender power relations in contemporary society, both in the context of

Korean society and the interpretation in Thai society.

Keywords : Love in the Big City, Sexuality and Power, Encoding Process, Decoding
Process, Myth
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