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ABSTRACT

This qualitative research aimed at studying laws, international conventions, and professional code of
ethics pertaining to cautions or prohibitions in publishing criminal news photos and other types of news
photos. The research also studied opinions of professional journalists and different groups of stakeholders
regarding criminal news photos, news photos complained via Subcommittee of Complaints Examination,
National Press Council of Thailand, including ethically sensitive news photos. In-depth interviews and Potter’s
Box by Ralph B. Potter, Jr., Professor at Harvard Divinity School were used as the research method and tool
to limit areas of questions by considering sensitive news photos as the case studies. Many laws relating to
criminal news photos and other types of news photos were found in the research results. Those related laws
are as follows: (1) The Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Article 19. (2) Constitution of the Kingdom of
Thailand B.E. 2550 (2007): Section 28 Section 35 Section 40 and Section 45. (3) National Human Rights
Commission Act, B.E. 2542 (1999): Section 22 (4) Criminal Code: Offences of Defamation B.E. 2499 (1956),
Chapter 3 determines the guiltiness in offending and libeling others in Sections 326, 327, 328, 329, 330,
331, 332, and 333. (5) Civil and Commercial Code: Torts B.E. 2535 (1992) Sections 420, 421, 422, and 423.

(6) The Act of Establishment of Juvenile and Family Courts and Procedure for Juvenile and Family Cases, B.E.
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2534 (1991) Sections 93, 98, 113, and 131. (7) Child Protection Act B.E. 2546 (1993) Sections 27 and 79.
(8) Domestic Violence Victim Protection Act B.E. 2550 (2007) Section 9. (9) Consumer Protection Act B.E.
2522 (1979) Section 22 (Items 2 and 3), and Section 48. The following ethical regulations and prohibitions
were also found in the research results: 1) Regulations of the National Press Council of Thailand on
Professional Journalism Ethics B.E. 2541 (1998), ltems 15, 17, 24, 27, 28, and 29; 2) Practices of the
National Press Council of Thailand on News Report and News Photos of Sexually Abused Women and
Children B.E. 2549 (2006); and Convention on the Rights of Child. The professional journalists and different
groups of stakeholders hold both similar and different opinions towards criminal news photos and other types
of news photos complained via Complaints Examination Subcommittee, National Press Council of Thailand;
as described below. News photos which has ethical problems promoting credulity to the society and
misguiding people from Buddhist beliefs. All groups agreed that these types of news photos should not be
published. If necessary, informative, examining, or scientific captions are needed in place of superstition
presentation. Violent and Terrifying news photo case study. All groups agreed that news photo vyields
negative feelings to the public and should not be published. However, among the professional journalists,
they had consistent agreement that this news photo type is an unusual case, which responds to people’s
rights to know. Therefore, the balance to publish is to present a mosaic or long shot photo which can reduce
readers’ negative feeling not to feel terrified or habituated to violence. Privacy rights and salacious news
photo case study. Whereas the stakeholders disagreed, the professional journalists agreed to publish
because of celebrity. The balance of presenting is to show only the atmosphere of the deceased celebrity’s
room and his/her face when alive, but not to show naked body. Human rights problem news photo case
study. Every sample group held the similar opinion that there are issues violating human dignity, degrading
one’s fame and honor, and giving inaccurate information to the society. In spite of teasing, should not be
presented at all. Case study of a set of news photos regarding the rights of the child and family problems.
Most professional journalists thought publishing these news photos is not problematic. These photos should
be published. However, the stakeholder groups agreed that the photos publicity aggravates the child’'s
tragedy to the parents. The balance of this case is, if necessary, to publish only the parent(s)'s or care
taker(s)’'s photos but not the child’s corpse. News photo case study ethical problems of the rights of the child.
Most of the professionals believed that this news photo type, both with or without ethical problems, should be
published in order to reflect on humankind tragedies. The stakeholder groups provided the opposite opinion
that is obscene, violates the child’s rights, and harms human values, Should not be published. Case study of
a set of news photos, which demonstrates the culprit’s action, having ethical problems on violence and rights.
The professionals agreed that this news photos set is not problematic but usual to that particular case. Thus,
publishing the news photos is appropriate. However, the stakeholders believed that publishing the photos
violates both the accused and the victim or the injured person, because the court has not judged the case.
Thus, this news photo set should not be published. The balance is to not publish this set of news photos.
News photo case study distributed from organizations which have ethical problems on the rights of the child.
The professional group showed borderline opinions whether or not this news photo type is problematic and
should be published, especially when considering if this case aggravates the child’s self-esteem and child

trafficking. The stakeholders held consistent agreement that this type of news photo is problematic, thus,
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should not be published. The balance is to present by not necessarily showing the child in the photo. The

research results also were found that the opinions of the professional journalists and different groups of

stakeholders were different. The journalists emphasized on ‘means’ whereas the stakeholder groups weighed

more on ‘ends’. Nevertheless, some groups of the journalists considered the ‘ends’ principle in some cases.

Keywords: ethics and law in publishing news photo, human rights and child rights, opinions, Potter's Box,
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